
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

More pics from Iasi Congress (15-
18, September 2022) on p. 2. 
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A group comprising 

doctors, health and public 

officials gathered on a 

street in Bombay during 

an outbreak of plague 

(1896/1897). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Credit – Wellcome Collection):  
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/r4

rrknqq/items ) 
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Some pics from Iasi Congress (15-18, September 2022) 



 

 

                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Scientific Events 

Worldwide and other News 

 

 

 

➢ On the occasion of the Festival of 
History of Health (Hyperlink), 
organized in Venice by the 
"Scuola Grande di San Marco", 
from September 30 through 
October 9, 2022, Alain 
Touwaide will be among the 
invited panelists of the 
Workshop entitled "Museums of 
History of Medicine and Health in 
the 21st Century: Thoughts and 
Perspectives", scheduled 
on October 8th, 10:00am-
2:30pm. 

 

➢ The 96th annual meeting of the 

American Association for the 

History of Medicine will be held 

on May 11-14, 2023, in Ann 

Arbor, Michigan. The Call for 

Papers is open until October 

10. See here. 

 
➢ The International Congress on 

the “Historical, ethical, legal, 
and media dimensions of 
epidemics” will be held in 
Diyarbakır, Turkey, 13–15 
October 2022. President, Past-
President and General Secretary 
of ISHM are among the 
participants. More information 
on the Congress’ official website.  

 
➢ The new Bulletin (in Portuguese) 

of the Instituto Pernambucano 
de História da Medicina can be 
downloaded here. 

 
➢ The last number of the 

nuovaRivista di Storia della 
Medicina (in Italian), V. 3 N. 2 
(2022), is available here. 
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❖ Ole Peter Grell, Andrew Cunningham, Jon 

Arrizabalaga (eds.), It All Depends on the Dose: 

Poisons and Medicines in European History, Taylor & 

Francis Ltd, 2022. ISBN:  978-1032401911  
 

❖ Hippocrate, Sur les fractures. Texte établi, traduit et 

commenté par Jacques Jouanna. Avec la collaboration 

d'Anargyros Anastassiou et Amneris Roselli, Les 

Belles Lettres, Collection des universités de France 

Série grecque - Collection Budé, 566, 2022. 
 

❖ Scott Jackson, Skin Disease and the History of 

Dermatology, CRC Press, 2022. ISBN-13:  978-

1032226606   
 

❖ Lori Jones, Patterns of Plague. Changing Ideas about 

Plague in England and France, 1348–1750, McGill-

Queen's University Press, 2022. Part of the McGill-

Queen's/Associated Medical Services Studies in 

the History of Medicine, Health, and Society. ISBN 

9780228010807  
 

❖ James Kennaway & Rina Knoeff (eds.), Lifestyle and 

Medicine in the Enlightenment: The Six Non-naturals 

in the Long Eighteenth Century, Taylor & Francis, 

2022. ISBN:  978-1032400327  
 

❖ Thierry Lefebvre, Dans la pharmacopée d'Antonin 

Artaud. Le laudanum de Sydenham, Le 

Manuscrit, 2022. ISBN 9782304053449  
 

❖ Christopher Milnes, A History of Euphoria: The 

Perception and Misperception of Health and Well-

being, Taylor & Francis, 2022. ISBN:  978-

1032401737  
 

❖ Laura Newman, Germs in the English Workplace, 

c.1880–1945, Routledge,  2022. ISBN:  978-

0367698478  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent publications by ISHM members & 

others 

 

https://www.scuolagrandesanmarco.it/docs/Festival-Storia-della-Salute-Programma-Intero.pdf
https://www.histmed.org/cfp2023
http://www.congressonepidemics.com/index.php?en
https://www.cremepe.org.br/2022/08/26/instituto-pernambucano-de-historia-da-medicina-76-anos/
https://www.ojs.unito.it/index.php/nrsm/issue/view/564


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter to the Editor 

 

 

On Dr. John M. Walshe MD, ScD, 

FRCP (1920) 
 

In November 2017, I began to correspond with Dr. 

Walshe. I found his recent article on the" History of 

Wilson disease: a personal account". He described 

the historic "aspects of the development of much of 

our current knowledge of the diagnosis and 

treatment of Wilson disease". Walshe, before 

introducing penicillamine to his patients suffering 

from Wilson disease, he had administered to 

himself the drug. He wrote to me that back in 1946, 

he served in Palestine, and he recalled fondly the 

sea shores of a town named Netanya. One of his 

duties was to bring back to their bases drunken 

British soldiers who almost drowned. The first two 

articles which Walshe reported on the 

breakthrough treatment of Wilson's Disease, where 

published in The Lancet and in the American 

Journal of Medicine.  In April 2020, Dr Walshe 

celebrated his 100 birthday.   

 
 

                       
 

The son of a leading neurologist, Sir Francis 

Walshe, FRS (1885 – 1973), John Michael Walshe 

studied medicine at Trinity Hall, Cambridge. He 

worked at University College Hospital, in London, 

and later served in the Middle East as a  

Captain in the Royal Army Medical Corp. He gained 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A Fulbright Fellowship to the Boston City Hospital in 

the USA, where he made a ground-breaking 

discovery into an effective treatment for the then 

little known and untreatable metabolic, autosomal  

recessive illness, Wilson’s disease (hepato-lenticular 

degeneration).  

 

He returned to Cambridge University, to the 

Department of Investigative Medicine  

and an honorary consultant’s position at 

Addenbrooke’s Hospital. There he remained  

for thirty years and he developed two further 

chelating treatments. Last personal remark: in 

September-October 1990, I spent a short sabbatical 

at Addenbrookes' rehabilitation department. The 

upcoming Gulf War forced me to shorten my stay 

and return to Israel. Luckily, I manage to meet there 

and interview Prof. Stephen William Hawking CH 

CBE FRS FRSA (1942–2018). Unluckily, I was not 

aware during those days, about Dr. Walshe historical 

achievement. 

 

References 

 
1. Walshe JM, History of Wilson disease: a personal account. 

Handb Clin Neurol, 2017;142:1-5.  
 

2. Walshe JM, Penicillamine, a new oral therapy for Wilson's 
disease. Am J Med,  1956;21(4):487-95.  
 

3. Walshe JM, Wilson's disease; new oral therapy. Lancet, 
1956;270(6906):25-6. 
 

4. Celebrating a centenary: Pioneer of treatment for Wilson’s 
Disease turns 100. On: 
https://britishlivertrust.org.uk/celebrating-a-centenary-
pioneer-of-treatment-for-wilsons-disease-turns-100/ 
 

5. Valerie Wheater, WDSG,   "100 Not Out " , 24 April 2020. On 
Dr John Walshe  : 
https://www.trinhall.cam.ac.uk/article/dr-john-michael-
walshe-100-not-out/ 
 

6. Ohry A. Stephen Hawking: scientist and severely disabled. 
Harefuah, 1993;125(11):434-5.  

 

 

     

    Avi Ohry, MD 

    Emeritus Professor of Rehabilitation Medicine, Tel    

    Aviv University. 

    aohry@tauex.tau.ac.il 
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As Plato said: "First of all, it is necessary to take care of the soul if you want the head and the rest of the 

body to function correctly." The International Society for History of Medicine, like modern medicine too, is 

also a data driven activity. The histogram you have here was offered to the ISHM Executive Bureau 

meeting few days ago to show that only 85 members finalized their annual fees as related to calendar 

year 2022 from the following Countries:  ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, ESTONIA, GEORGIA, GERMANY, 

GREECE, ISRAEL, ITALY, MALAYSIA, MEXICO, POLAND, PORTUGAL, ROMANIA, RUSSIA,SPAIN 

and TURKEY. According to the Article 6 of ISHM By-laws (you can read here):By-laws & Regulations 

(vesalius.org.uk): “Active membership of the I.S.H.M. is forfeited- by resignation,- by death,- the non-

payment of dues for two years” 

and therefore, all the active ISHM members and their addresses are recorded in the ISHM General 

Secretary's scroll (ishmsecretariat@gmail.com)  

I strongly believe that it is time that the ISHM President and General Secretary ask for the collaborative 

efforts of the Countries National Societies for History of Medicine to perform a turn-over of their 

representatives or National Delegates into the ISHM if their societies are still motivated to be a positive 

part of ISHM. Up-to-now the ISHM assets do not allow Vesalius journal commitment for more than one 

year and still 2 issues are delayed since June 2021!  

 According to my positive habit I want to do more than just enough, and I never want to settle for less than 

the best I can do and therefore here is the ISHM Bank account code, you can read on the ISHM website 

www.ishm.wikidot.com   

ISHM Membership Annual fee: 50 Euros   Juniors (under 30 years): 25 Euros                                      

directly to the ISHM Treasury bank account; Bank codes for bank swift: 
 

ISHM Treasury Bank Account Number: 77110.37 

IBAN: IT 26 P01030 04008000007711037 
 

          Professor Alfredo Musajo-Somma,M.D. 

                              ISHM Treasurer 

 

A communication from the ISHM Treasurer 
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It has only been a year since the RSU Anatomy Museum opened its doors to visitors after extensive 

construction, but it has already become a popular destination for locals and visitors. British artist Paddy 

Hartley’s visit to the museum early this year was inspirational and led to a new exhibition titled Foetal 

Attraction, which has now been integrated into the museum's permanent exhibition. A series of 

ceramic works naturally interacts with the museum’s collection in a surprising and often playful way 

and is inspired by the phrase ‘difference is normal’. Foetal Attraction is a respectful yet humorous 

commentary on the Anatomy Museum's hundred years old collection.  

       

                                                      
Hartley is a ceramicist known as a passionate researcher of First World War artefacts and an artist 

whose work has been worn by Lady Gaga. His topics of trenches, trauma, and the destruction of war are 

poignantly relevant today. Hartley is also a Visiting Senior Research Fellow at the Department of Tissue 

Engineering and Biophotonics, King's College London, and in addition to ceramics, he uses digital 

photography, digital crafts, installations, bio-tissue compositions, and other techniques in his work. 

 

                                                              
 

Another Hartley’s exhibition The Cost of Life was opened to the public in the Aula Magna of the Art 

Academy of Latvia. The artist’s work can be seen as a commentary on what medical advances have 

done for human progress and their sometimes contradictory consequences. Hartley has always had a 

patient-centred view – he is interested in how patients feel about their bodies during illness. In the 

works on display, the artist has explored connections between life and death, health and illness, control 

and helplessness, as described to him by both patients and doctors in conversations that have taken 

place over 25 years.  

 

Where and when: 

Rīga Stradiņš University (RSU) Anatomy Museum; from August 18, 2022, to January 26, 2023 
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Juris Salaks, Līga Valko 
 

EXHIBITION FOETAL ATTRACTION 

An intervention in ceramics by Paddy Hartley 

 



 

 

 

About us.  
A short account by an ISHM member about his work and projects in the history of medicine and related subjects 

 

 

      Maria Mandyla-Kousouni  

 
          Paediatrician, Historian,  

 visiting professor in the Department of Historical     

           Demography Ionian University, Corfu 

ISHM National Delegate for Greece 

 
 

 

I am Visiting Professor in the Department of Historical 
Demography, Ionian University, PHD, Medical School, 
University of Athens (the title of my thesis is: the 
history of the Laboratory of Hygiene, Epidemics and 
Medical Statistics in the University of Athens. In the 
above thesis, it was demonstrated that during the 
20th century, this Laboratory played a very important 
role in the antimalarial struggle and other infectious 
diseases and also improved significantly public health 
in Greece. Moreover, it was shown that it contributed 
greatly to the significant decline of neonatal and 
infant mortality).  
 

                      
 
I am also PhD candidate in the history department of 
the Ionian University, President of Medical and 
Surgical Society of Corfu (IXEK) (one of the oldest 
medical societies in Greece, the first female president 
since 1897), with a great interest in the history of 
medicine of Greece and the island of Corfu, founding 
member of the Greek Society for the history of 
Pediatrics and member of many scientific and 
historical societies. My general interest in the history 
of medicine began, while I was student in Medical 
School of Athens, when, although we were not 
teaching history of medicine, I studied by myself 
Greek philosophy and the medical history of ancient 
Greeks and especially Hippocrates, who can 
universally be considered as the father of medicine 
and as the father of the history of medicine. My first 
contact with ISHM was in a Congress at Cos Island in 
September 1996.  
 

 

 
 

      

I am interested in the history of medicine of the 
Greek ancient time, the Byzantine time, history of 
medicine and dentistry all over the world, also 
personalities and Institutions relevant to the 
evolution of medicine and pharmacy in the world, the 
history of pandemic and epidemic diseases and the 
history of vaccination and antivaccination movement 
as well, scientific discoveries, medical ethics and 
deontology, environment and health and public 
hygiene. 

                          

I was also interested in the history of malaria in 
Greece in the beginning of the 20th century and I 
published several articles in Greek and international 
annuals about this topic and about the antimalaria 
battle in Greece. I was awarded the first prize in a 
poster at the V meeting of the international society 
for the history of medicine, Nicosia, Cyprus, 2009, 
with the tittle: «The spectrum of the infectious 
diseases in Athens and the interventions of the 
Athens University department of Hygiene, 
Epidemiology and Medical Statistics in the infantile 
morbidity and mortality of the City in the 19th 
century». I have also published many articles 
regarding the history of medicine in Greek and 
international annuals.  

I am member of ISHM since 1996 and from 2016 I 
had the honor to be elected as National Delegate for 
Greece during the 45th Congress of ISHM in Buenos 
Aires. 

               
 

Mail: mariamandyla@hotmail.com  
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The International Society 
for the History of Medicine 
(ISHM) was founded in Paris 
in 1921. The purpose of the 
Society is to assist and 
support the historical study 
of all questions relating to 
the medical and biomedical 
sciences and, more generally, 
to all branches of the healing 
arts. Specifically, the Society 
seeks to improve 
communication between 
individuals and professional 
groups throughout the world 
interested in these 
disciplines to promote the 
teaching and spread 
knowledge on these topics. 
The Society sponsors and 
oversees the organization of 
biannual international 
congresses in the history of 
medicine.  

 

  

 

 

About this Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

This Newsletter is the news bulletin of the International Society for 

the History of Medicine (ISHM). It is published quarterly, in the 

months of March, June, September and December. It is based on 

the news and contributions provided by the Society’s members 

from all over the world. 
 

ISHM publishes the Society e-newsletter for the purpose of 

promoting its activities. It also serves to convey messages about 

the membership and to encourage individuals to become 

members.  
 

ISHM produces regular newsletters in electronic format only.  
 

ISHM Newsletter archive at: vesalius.org.uk 
 

 

Every care is taken in the preparation of the Newsletter, but the 

Editor can accept no responsibility for any errors or omissions. 

Currently edited and compiled at the Campus Bio-Medico University 

in Rome, Italy.  

 

Correspondence related to the Newsletter should be addressed to 

the Editor, Luca Borghi: l.borghi@unicampus.it  

 

An Invitation to Collaborate 

ISHM Members and National Delegates are warmly invited to submit        

news related to the History of Medicine (in its broadest sense) for 

publication, and to forward this Newsletter to colleagues, students, and 

friends interested in the History of Medicine. To expedite the publishing 

process, please, submit any news directly to the Editor, not to ISHM 

Board members. 

➢ News about forthcoming meetings, congresses, lectures, 

courses, summer schools, masters, etc.  
 

➢ News about recent publications (books, journals, blogs, new 

websites…) by ISHM members, in any language 
 

➢ Proposals for the section “About us” (max. 300 words and 2 

photos) 
 

➢ News about call for papers, grants, fellowships, PhD programs, 

etc. 

 

The next issue of ISHM Newsletter will be published by the end of December 2022 

See also the Society’s 

official Journal Vesalius at: 

http://www.vesalius.org.uk/ 

 

Prof. Francesco M. Galassi 

(Italy) is the Editor of 

VESALIUS. 

http://www.vesalius.org.uk/
mailto:l.borghi@unicampus.it
http://www.vesalius.org.uk/

